BOTSWANA: DELTA, CHOBE, FALLS
TOUR ITINERARY

12 night / 13 day Tented Adventure
8 – 20 July, 2027

TOUR RATE PER PERSON: 34 950pp
Children under 10 travel @ 50%
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ABLUTION FACILITIES AT ALL THE CAMPS EXCEPT ON THE FIRST NIGHT AT KUBU

This is an twelve-night, thirteen-day safari starts in Central Botswana at the town of Letlhakane and ends at Kasane in the very north. 

For 12-nights / 13-days our route takes us through the vast sand flats, which were once the great lakes of Southern Africa, fed by an even greater river. Over millions of years, the forces of nature diverted the course of the river, changing the face of this land. Discover the marvels of this geological intrigue as we travel from what was the deepest part of the great lake at the Makgadikgadi Pans, westwards around the south of the Okavango Delta, north along the Okavango River into the Caprivi Strip via the mysterious Tsodilo Hills, to Ngepi Camp and Bwabwata National Park.  After three nights on the banks of the Kavango River, we head east to Linyanti, the Chobe Floodplains and the mighty Zambezi at the majestic Victoria Falls. 
The Team
All our guides are seasoned wildlife and conservation professionals with many years’ experience leading groups through Botswana, Namibia, Mozambique, Lesotho and South Africa.  They are not only highly proficient at managing and interacting with diverse groups of people, they are highly knowledgeable environmentalists who have a passion for the areas in which we operate.

Your Tour Leader will lead and manage your group while in convoy through constant two-way radio communication while ensuring everyone stays together and is aware of the conditions on the road. He has a crew of three, each with their own responsibilities thus ensuring a seamless and smoothly run tour.

Each tour is allocated a chef who operates from a mobile kitchen which is set up in each camp.  Second in charge to the tour leader is our logistics manager and his assistant who pitch the tents, set up each camps infrastructure, charge the radio’s, time-keep and everything in between.  

Each route traversed varies in terrain and difficulty but are not designed to be “vehicle breakers”.  No prior 4x4 training or skill is necessary but should you experience any difficulty, our crew are on hand with the necessary recovery equipment to assist where necessary.

Oftentimes the destinations along our route require that we camp wild in unfenced camps with limited and in some cases, with no ablutions.  You will be made aware of this when relevant.  Our crew will however, spare no effort to make you comfortable, provide you delicious wholesome food and, most importantly, see that you have a good time.
Bhejane supplies/provides 

·         All camp fees

·         All park entrance fees

·         All advertised activities 

·         Bhejane Adventures provides all the tents, cutlery and crockery

·         Coffee & Tea – all day every day whilst in camp

 

What you need to bring/provide
·         Your vehicle & fuel

·         Your own mattresses and/or stretcher and sleeping bags and pillows

·         Your own fold-up chairs

·         Your own drinks and in-between snacks

·         Your own out of country / medical emergency and evacuation insurance cover

·         Your own border crossing fees and road taxes

Adventure itinerary

Please note:

There is an OPTIONAL ACCOMMODATION UPGRADE at Ngepi Camp and Thebe River camp
Please let us know if you would like to do this so we can facilitate.
Day 1: (Kubu Island) Camping Wild

Amenities: No showers / pit toilets

Activities: Sundowners on Kubu Island

We meet in the town of Letlhakane at between 13h00 and 14h00. We refuel; supply everyone with two-way radios and head out into the bush and onto the vast, flat expanse of the Makgadikgadi Pans where we spend our first night on Kubu Island. 
This outcrop of granite, situated on the vast saltpans boasts among Southern Africa’s finest examples of huge Baobab trees. The magnificent sunset will set the backdrop as we enjoy a sundowner on the pan, whilst getting to know each other. 

Whilst sitting around the campfire, and before being spoilt with the first of many wholesome meals, your tour leader will elaborate extensively on what to expect over the next ten days. 

In the event Kubu Island is flooded (this would apply to the March and April tour dates only), the tour will start at Khama Rhino Sanctuary.
Day 2 & 3: Maun (Drifters camp)

Amenities: Hot showers, running water, swimming pool, Bar with Wi-Fi

Optional activity: Scenic flight over the Delta (not included in tour package) on Day 3
For the early birds and keen photographers, an awe inspiring sunrise will greet you whilst enjoying coffee and rusks.

There is time after breakfast for some exploring and photography, after which we head north along the edge of the empty saltpans in the direction of Maun and our next camp.  A picnic lunch is enjoyed along the way. 

The next morning and a short 30minutes into Maun we restock and refuel.  There is also the opportunity to enjoy an optional 45 minute scenic flight over the Delta.  
Please note:  our team is not able to babysit children while their parents do this activity!
After the flight, everyone is able to enjoy Maun exploring the local markets or enjoying one of the towns many and varied eateries.

(Today lunch is for your own account)
The rest of the day is spent at leisure around the pool and for those needing to catch up with civilization, there is wi-fi in the outdoor bar / reception area.

A relaxed early dinner around the campfire is enjoyed after a wonderfully relaxing day
Day 4 & 5:(Drotsky Camp)

Amenities: Hot showers and running water, swimming pool, wi-fi in Main Lodge
Activities: Sunset cruise on the Okavango

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES:  Tyger Fishing & Birdwatching boat trips are offered by the Lodge.  Bookings are made on arrival at Drotskys Reception
We make an early start today to accommodate the poor condition of the road.  The drive is slow and arduous for the convoy but following arrival mid-afternoon, it’s easy to see why we keep coming back.

Situated next to one of the major channels.  Drotsky Camp is really beautiful – situated just outside the town of Shakawe on the panhandle of the Okavango Delta, the campsite lies in shady indigenous forests on the banks of the river.  Most of the sites are just off the river banks to avoid the mosquitoes!

Ablutions are sparkling clean and the grounds beautifully maintained and swept.  There is also a wonderful deck from which classic Okavango sunrises can be enjoyed.

After a few long days of travelling, everybody enjoys a well-deserved rest and there is no better place than Drotsky Camp.  We have the morning free to stroll around the camp and the surrounds, to do some birding, have a swim in the lodge pool during the summer months and to simply relax. The birding at Drotsky’s is abundant so bring your binocs, a good pair of walking shoes and your reference books.

We enjoy a leisurely brunch and in the later part of the afternoon we head out onto the tranquil waterways. Our afternoon boat cruise is in comfortable aluminium cruise boats (this activity is included in the tour cost)

Day 6: (Ngepi Camp)  

Amenities:  Hot showers and running water, Hippo Pool for Swimming
Activities: Walking Trail (two separate routes) at Tsodilo Hills 

OPTIONAL ACCOMMODATION UPGRADE: Tree House & Bush Huts

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES:  There are a number of activities such as bird watching, dug-out canoe trips, village tours and tiger fishing available for you from Ngepi camp.  All of these activities will be for your own cost.

Chat to the lovely people at Ngepi’s reception upon arrival.

Leaving Drotsky’s we head north out of Botswana and into Namibia via the mystical Tsodilo Hills, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, consisting of rock art, rock shelters, depressions, and caves with more than 3500 rock paintings etched against the magnificent stone facade of the hills.

The Tsodilo Hills are one of the most historically significant rock art sites in the world, boasting 500 individual sites that represent thousands of years of human habitation – there are several walking trails that include multiple rock art paintings with fantastic depictions of antelope, rhinos, zebra, tortoises, and even a whale and penguin!  The museum has excellent explanations of the life and history of the people who did the art – and the spiritual significance of the mountains as well.

(For those wanting to do a walking trail we have the morning to tackle this before a picnic lunch and then our border crossing into Namibia – don’t forget to bring your cross trainers or some takkies, sunhat and sunblock)

Once we have crossed the Mohembo Border into Namibia, we drive through the Mohembo section of the Bwabwata Reserve that links Divundu to the Botswana border.

Our campsite for the next three nights, located on the Kavango River is Ngepi Camp situated in a riverine belt of giant Jackalberry trees with it’s interesting floating swimming pool and lush surroundings, Ngepi camp provides the perfect setting for socialising and relaxing after the drive.
Day 7: (Ngepi Camp)

Activities: Mohembo Game Reserves

Today we get to enjoy the Mohembo Game Reserve adjacent to Ngepi.  The reserve is small but offers great game viewing opportunities with hippos, baboons, warthogs and elephant to name a few.   This section of the Bwabwata National Park has over 300 bird species and boasts four of the big five. It is also renowned for its Roan Antelope and Sable population.

A picnic lunch is enjoyed at one of the scenic water holes under the shade of the Kameeldoring trees.

Day 8: (Ngepi Camp - Leisure Day)

Activity: Sundowner Cruise on the Kavango River

Everyone has the opportunity to have a lie-in as you will decide on your own day’s activities. We serve a big breakfast/brunch and you have the opportunity to relax in the camp, enjoy a mokoro ride or visit nearby 32 Batallion Core Zone in neighbouring Bwabwata National Park. 
The Bhejane activity for the day is a late afternoon sundowner cruise on the mighty Kavango River.   Bring your own drinks and snacks as well as your camera
Day 9: (Livingstone’s Camp - Linyanti)

Amenities: Hot showers and running water, swimming pool, bar, wi-fi in lodge reception area

A short drive from Ngepi to Livingstone’s Camp takes us to an off-the-grid retreat tucked away in Namibia’s Zambezi Region, right on the edge of the lush Nkasa Rupala National Park. Overlooking the seasonal floodplains of the Linyanti Wetlands, this camp is ideal for birdwatchers and a great base for exploring Nkasa Rupala.
Day 10: (Thebe River Camp, Kasane)

Amenities: Hot showers and running water, swimming pool, bar, wi-fi in lodge reception area

OPTIONAL ACCOMMODATION UPGRADE: Lodge Room

We pack up and head back into Botswana via the Caprivi Strip stopping en route at Namwi Island Camp for a light lunch before heading to Ngoma where we will cross into Botswana onto the Chobe floodplain.

Our next and final camp for the tour lies just outside Kasane at Thebe River where we spend our last 3 nights.

Day 11: (Thebe River Camp)

Activity: Victoria Falls Day Trip
OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES:  bungy jumping & helicopter flights over the Falls available but not included in package.  Speak to your guide who will make all the necessary arrangements on your behalf.
After an early breakfast at 07h00 we transfer via bus to the magnificent Victoria Falls. After taking in the wonders of the Falls, you can enjoy a superb lunch at LOOKOUT POINT restaurant situated just about the Zambezi Gorge, or head over to Vic Falls Hotel and enjoy their High Tea. 
Lunches, teas and all activities at Vic Falls are not included in the tour cost and are for your own cost
Day 12: (Thebe River Camp)

Activities: Chobe National Park Game Drive, Sunset cruise on the Chobe River
Our game drive starts at 06h30 (depending on group consensus) and for three hours in several open safari vehicles we are taken around the park by Chobe Guides who are skilled trackers (and off road drivers) and highly adept at tracking lion, leopard, elephant and some of the best game you will ever get to enjoy!

Remember, the earlier the game drive, the better your chances of spotting the Big Five!

After the game drive everyone is returned to Thebe where the Bhejane crew serves brunch following which a sunset boat cruise on the Chobe River is enjoyed – departure for this activity is at approximately 15h00 giving everyone enough time to enjoy a swim in Thebe’s pool, pop into Kasane to buy a few curios and gifts for family back home or to clean out your vehicle in preparation for the journey home.   

Sunset on the Chobe River is always magnificent and as the final activity of the tour, sundowners and snacks & newly formed friendships make the perfect end to our adventure.  We spend our last night around the campfire enjoying the unique bond of friendship that can only be made by fellow travellers who, together, have experienced the magic of the African bush

(Sundowner Cruise:  Don’t forget your drinks and some light snacks!  Bhejane provides the ice)
Day 13: (Home) 

After breakfast, with dust on our shoes and our hearts full, it is with renewed purpose we begin the journey home.  Perhaps one more cup of coffee, a final few photographs and then heartfelt goodbyes to the people and the place that made this adventure unforgettable.
[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.png]

